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after the man who led it, Daniel Shays. They were
put down by the more or less doubtful appeal to
veterans of the National Army, but their ebullition
was not forgotten as a symptom of a very dangerous
condition. In 1786 representatives from five States
met in a convention at Annapolis to consider the
hard times and the troubles in trade. Washington,
Hamilton, and Madison were thought to be behind
the convention, which accomplished little, but made
it clear that a large general convention ought to
meet and to discuss the way of securing a strong
central government. This convention was discussed
during that summer and autumn, and a call was
issued for a meeting in the following spring at Phila-
delphia. Virginia turned first to Washington to be
one of its delegates, but he had sincere scruples
against entering public life again. He wrote to
James Madison on November 18th:

Although I had bid adieu to the public walks of life
in a public manner, and had resolved never more to
tread upon public ground, yet if, upon an occasion
so interesting to the well-being of the confederacy, it
should have appeared to have been the wish of the As-
sembly to have employed me with other associates in
the business of revising the federal system, I should,
from a sense of obligation I am under for repeated proof
of confidence in me, more than from any opinion I should
have entertained of my usefulness, have obeyed its call;
but it is now out of my power to do so with any degree
of consistency.1
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